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GAIN, They had tafled of the heavenly gift (em- 

phatically fo called) and were made partahers of the 

Holy Ghoft. So St. Peter likewife couples them together, 

Aéts ii. 38. Be baptized for the remiffion of fins, and ye fhall 

receive the guft of the Holy Ghof. Whereby the love of 

GOD was thed abroad in their hearts, with all the other 
fruits of the Spirit. 

The expreffion they had tafled of the heavenly gift, is 
taken from the pfalmilt, Ta/le and fee that the Lord as good. 
As if he had faid, Be ye as affured of his love, as of any 
thing you fee with youreyes. And let the aflurance there- 
of be fweet to your foul, as honey is to your tongue, 

“ But this means only, they had fome notions of remif- 
“ fion of fins and heaven, and fome defires after them. 
“ And they had received the extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
“ Ghok.” This you affirm; but without any colour of 
proof. : ; 

It remains, that thofe who fee the light of the glory of 
GOD, in the face of Jefus Chri, and who have been 
made partakers of the Holy Ghefl, of the witnefs and the 


fruits 
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fruits of the Spirit, may neverthelefs fo fall from GOD, 
as to perifh everlaftingly. 

LXXVI. Seventhly, Thofe who live by faith, may yet 
fall from GOD, and perith everlaftingly. 

For thus faith the apofile. ~ The juft fall live ‘by faith ; 
but if any man draw back, my foul fhall have no pleafure in 
him, Heb. x. 38. The ju/t (the juftified perfon, of whom 
only this can be faid) fhall hve by faith ; even now hall 
live the life which is hid with Chrift in GOD ; and if he 
endures unto the end, fhall live with GOD for ever. But 
if any man draw back, faith the Lord, my foul fhall have no 
pleafure in him; that is, 1 will utterly caft him off: and, 
accordingly, the drawing back here fpoken of, is termed 
in the verfe immediately following, drawing back to per- 
dition. 

“ But the perfon fuppefed to draw back, is not the fame 
* with him that is faid to live by faith.” 

- I anfwer, 1. Who is it then? Can any man draw back 
from faith who never came to it? But 

2. Had the text been fairly tranflated, there had been no 
pretence for this obje€tion. For the original runs: thus: 
“O Nuasos ix wists Caoeres vas lav veogsianrar—lf ‘o Dixasos the 
juft man that lives by faith (iv the expreffion neceffarily im- 
plies, there being no other nominative to the verb) draw back, 
my foul fhall have no pleafure in him. 

“ But your tranflation too is inaccurate.” Be pleafed 
to fhew we wherein ? 

“ I gr ant he may draw back: and yet not draw back to 
perdition.” But then, it is not the drawing back which is 
here fpoken of. 

However hereis only a fuppofition, which proves no faét.” 
I obferve you take that as a general rule, fuppofitions prove 
no faéts. But this is not true. They donot always : but 
many times they do. And whether they do or not in a par- 
ticular text, muft be judged from the nature of the fuppofi- 
tion, and from the preceding and following words. 

“ But the inferting any man in the text, is agreeable to 
the grammatical conflruétion of thefe werds.” This I to- 
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tally deny. There is no need of any fuch infertion. 
preceding nominative fuffices. 

“ But one that lives by faith, cannot draw back. For 
whom he juftified, them he alfo glorified.” 

This proves no more, than that all who are glorified, are 
pardoned and fanétified firft, 

“ Nay, but St. Paul fays, ye ave dead; and your life ts 
“ hid with Chrift in GOD. When Chrift who is our life, fhalt 
“ appear, then fhall ye alfo appear with him in glory.” 

Moft fure, it you endure to the end. Whofoever believeth 
in him to the end, j/hail never die, 

LXXVII. “ But, to come more home tothe point. I 
“fay, this text is fo far from militating againft perfeve- 
“ance, that it greatly eftablifhes it.” 

You are very unhappy in your choice of texts to eftablith 
this. doétrine. Two of thofe which eftablith it, juft as this 
does, we have feen already. Now pray let us hear, how 
you prove perfeverance from this text. 

“ Very eafily. Here are two forts of perfons mention- 
“ed; he that lives by faith, and he that draws back to per- 
* dition.” 

Nay, this is the very queftion. I do not allow that two 
perfons are mentioned in the text.. I have fhewn, it is one 
and the fame perfon, who once lived by faith, and after- 
wards draws back. 

Yet thus much I allow: two forts of believers are in 
the next verfe mentioned; fome that draw back, and fome 
that perfevere. And I allow, the apoftle adds, We are not of 
them who draw back unto perdition. But what wil! you infer 
from thence? This is fo far from contradiéting what has been 
obferved before, that it manifeflly confirms it. It is a fur- 
ther proof, that there are thofe who draw back unto periiti- 
on, although thefe were not of that number. 

“1 muft fill aver, that the text is rightly tranflated ; 
* which I prove thus: 

“ The original text, Hab. ii. 4. runs thus: Behold, his 
“ foul which is lifted up, ts not upright in him ; but the jul 
* fhall live by his faith. 

“ This 
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“ This the feventy render, Ear vwere antics, ux woes » doy 
es sy autre” 0 Os Dixases x wistos pox Cheove. If @ man draw back, 
“ my foul hath no pleafure in him. But the juft fhall live 
* by my farth, i.e. faith in me. 

“* Now here the man in the former claufe who draw; 
* back, is diftinguifhed from him in the following claufe, 
“ who hves by fatth.” 

“ But the apoftle quotes the text from this tranflation.” 

True; but he does not “ diftinguifh the man in the for. 
“ mer clauife who draws back, from him in the latter who 
* lives by fatth.” So far from it, that he quite inverts the 
order of the feitence, placing the latter claufe of it firft. 
‘And by this means it comes to pafs, that although in tranfla. 
ting this text from the Septuagent, we muft infert @ man 
becaufe there is no mominative preceding ; yet in tranflating 
it from the apoftle, there is no need or pretence for inferting 
it, feeing ’s dienes Mands juft before. 

Therefore fuch an infertion is a palpable violence to the 
text; which confequently is not rightly tranflated. 

Ie remains, that thofe who live by faith, may yet fall 
from GOD, and perith everlaftinglys 

LXXVIII. Ejighthly, thofe who are fan&tified by the 
blood of the covenant, may fo fall a3 to perifh everlaftingly. 

For thus again faith the apofille: Jf we fin wilfully, af- 
ter we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 
no more facrifice for fins; but dcertatn fearfullooking for of judg- 
ment and fiery indignation, which fhall devour the adverfaries. 
He that de/pifed Mofes’s law, died without mercy under two or 
three witneff s. Of how much forer punifhment fhall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of GOD, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was fanc- 
tified, an unholy thing. 

It is undeniably plain, 1. That the perfon mentioned here, 
was once fanétified by the blood of the covenant: 2, That 
he afterwards by known, wilful fin, trod under foot the Son 
of GOD: and, 3. That he hereby incurred a forer punith- 
ment than death, namely, death everlaiting. 

* Nay, 
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- Nay, the immediate antecedent to the relative Ae, is the 
*% Son of GOD. Therefore it was he, not the apoftate, who 
‘* was fanétified (fet apart for his prieftly office) by the blood 
* of the covenant.” 

Either you forgot to look at the original, or your me- 
mory fails. The Son of GOD is not the immediate antece- 
dent to the relative Ae. The words run thus: Of how much 
forer punifhment fhall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of GOD, Kak TO Mime TNS Dicebnxns xosvov 
nynrasusves, oy w nyiadtn. YOU Lee nynrausyes, not vies, is the imme- 
diate antecedent to the relative he. Confequently it is the 
apoftate, not the Son of GOD, who is here faid to be 
fanétified. 

“ If he was fan&tified, yet this cannot be underftood of 
“ imward fanétification. Therefore it muft mean, either that 
*“‘ he faid, he was fanétified ; or, that he made an outward 
“ profeffion of religion.” 

Why cannot the word be underftood in its proper, natu- 
ral fenfe, of inward fan@ification ? 

** Becaufe that is by the Spirit of COD.” From this 
very confideration it appears, that this muft be underftood 
of inward fan@tification: for the words immediately follow- 
ing are, and hath done de/pite unto the Spirit of grace, even 
that grace, whereby he was once /andlified. 

It remains, that thofe who are fanétified by the blood of 
the covenant, may yet perifh everlaftingly. 

LXXIX. If you imagine thefe texts are not fufficient to 
prove, that a true believer may finally fall, I will offer a few 
more to your confideration, which I would beg you to weigh 
further at your leifure, 

Matt. v. 13. Ye (Chriftians) are the falt of the earth. But 
if the falt have loft its favour, wherewith hall it be falted? 
It ts thenceforth good for nothing, but to be caft out, and to 
be trodden under foct of men. 

Chap. xii. 43, &c. When the unclean /pirit is gone out of 
aman (as he does out of every true believer) he walketh 
through dry places fceking reft, and findeth none. Then he 
farth, I will return—and he taketh with him Jev:n other /pi- 

Vout, I. 4D ruts 
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rits—and they enter tn, and dwell there. And the laf fate 
of that man is.worfe than the jirft. 

Chap. xxiv. 10, &c. dad then fhall many be offended—and 
the dove {towards GOD and man) of many frail wax cold, 
But he that fhali endure to the end, the fame fhall be faved. 

Ver. 45, &c. Who then ts a faithful and wife fervant, 
who his Lord hath made ruler over his houfiold ?—Dut i 
that evil Jervant (wile and faithful as he was once) /lal/ le- 
gin to fmite has fellow-fervants the Lord fhall cut him a- 
funder, and appornt him his portion wrth the hypocrites, apo- 
flates, being no better than they, 

Luke xxi. 4. Take heed to yourfelves ( ye that believe) 
left at any terme your hearts be overcharged with cares of this 
life, and fo that day come upon you unawares, Plainly im- 
plying, that otherwife they would not be accounted werth) 
to ftand before th: Son of man. 

John v. 14. Sta no more, left a worfe thing (than any 
temporal evil) come unto thee. 

Chap, vill. 91, 42. Jf ye continue in my word, then are ye 
my difciples indeed. And ye fhall know the truth, aud the 
truih flall make you free. 

1 Cor. ix. 99. Lheep my body under—lef by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I myfelf fhould be a caft-away, 

1 Cor. x. g, &e. Our fathers. did all eat the fame [prritual 
meat, and did all drink the fame fpiritual drink (for they drank 
of that /pirttual rock that foliowed them, and that 10ck was 
Chrifl.) But with many of them GOD was not well pleaf:d; 
Jor. they were overthrown in the wilderne/s—Now the/e things 
were our examples—Whercfore let him that thinketh he fland- 
eth, take heed ‘H he fall. 

2 Cor. vi. 3. We then, as workers together with him, he- 
Sfeech you, ase ye receive not the grace of GOD in vain. But 
this were impoflible, if none that ever had it could perifh. 

Gal. v. 4: Ye are fallen from grace. 

Chap. vi. g. We fhall reap, if we faint not, Therefore 
we fhall not reap, if we do. 

Heb. ili. 14. We are made partakers of Chri, f we hold 
the beginning of our confidence ficdfaft unto the end. < 

2 ret. 
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2 Pet. iii. 17. Beware, lef ye alfo being led away with the 
error of the wecked, fall from yeur own fredfafinefs. 

2 Johm ver. 8. Look to yourfelves, that We lofe not thofe 
things which we have wrought. 

Rev. iii. 11. Hold that faft which thou haft, that no man 
jake thy crown. And to conclude, 

So hhewt/e fe fhal! my heavenly Father do alfo unto you, Ff ve 
from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their fte/- 
pajfes. Matt, xviii. 95. So! How? He will retraét the par- 
don he had given, and deliver you to the tormentors. 

LXXX. “ Why then you make falvation conditional,” 
I mike it neuher conditional nor unconditional? But I 
declare jaft what I find in the Bible, neither more nor ‘lefs 
namely, that it is bought for every child of man, and aGtual- 
ly given to every one that believeth, If you call this con- 
ditional falvation, GOD made ir fo from. the beginning ot 
the world: and he hath dec/ared it fo tobe, at fundry times, 

and in divers manners: of old by Mo/es and the propheis, 
and in latter times by Chrift and his apoflles. 

“Then I can never be faved; for I can perform no 
conditions ; for 1 can do nothing.” No, norl; nor any 
man under heaven,—without the grace of GOD. Bus 
1 can do all things through Chrift frengthening me. . So can 
you. So can every believer. And he das ftrengthened, 

and will ftrengthen you more and more, if you do not wil- 
fully refit, *till you quench his Spirit, 

LX XX,“ N ay, but GOD muft work irre/, ihibly in me, 
* or I fhall never be faved.” Hold! Confider that word. 
You are again advancing a do&rine which has not one plain, 
elear text to fupport it, Fallow, GOD may poffibly, at 
fome times, work irrefiftibly in /ome fouls. 1 believe he 
does. But can you infer from hence, that he a/ways works 
thus in all that are faved ? Alas, my brother, what kind ot 
conclufion is this? And by what {cripture will you prove 
tt? Where, I pray, is it written, that none are faved but 
by irrefiftible grace? By almighty grace, I grant; by. that 
power alone, to which all things are poflible. But fhew me 


any 
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any one plain f{cripture for this, That “ all-faving grace i5 
* irrefiftible.” 

LXXXII. But this doétrine is not only unfupported by 
feripture. It is flatly contrary thereto. 

How will you reconcile it (to inflance in a very few) 
with the following texts ? 

Matt. Xx. 3, &c. He fent to call them, and they would 
not come. 

Mark vi. 5. He could do no mighty works there, becaufe 
of their unbelief. Compare with Matt. xiii. 58. 

Luke v.17. There were Pharifers, and the power of the 
Lord was prefent to heal them. Neverthelefs they were not 
healed in faét, as the words immediately following thew. 

Luke vii, 299. The Pharifees and lawyers rejetled the coun- 
fel of GOD, againft themfelves. 

Luke xiii. 94. O Jerufalem, Ferufalem, how often would 
I have gathered thy children, and ye would not. 

John vi. 63, 64. Tt 15 the Sprrit that quickeneth ; the word: 
that I {peak unto you, they-are Spirit. But there are fome of 
you that belreve not. Therefore that Spirit did not work i- 
refiftibly. 

Adis vii. 51. Ye do always refit the Holy Ghofl: as your 
fathers did, fo do ye. 

Chap. xii, 46. Ve put it from you, and judge yourfelves 
unworthy of everlafting life. 

+ Heb. it. 7, 8. To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts. 

Ibid. ver. 12. Fake Aced, left there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelref, in departing from the ling GOD. 

Heb. xii. 25. See, that ye refufe not hym that /peaketh. 

LXXXIII. I do but juft give you a fpecimen of the in- 
numerable feriptures which might be produced on this head, 
And why will you adhere to an opinion not only unfupported 
by, butustterly contrary both to reafon and fcripture? Be 
pleafed to obferve here alfo, that you are not to confider the 
doéirine of irrefiftible grace by 1ifelf, amy more than that of 
unconditiona! eleétion, or final perfeverance : but as it flands 
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jn conneftion with unconditional reprobation, that mi!!- 
fione which hangs about the neck of your whole hypothelis. 

Will you fay, “ 1 adhere to it, becaufe of its ufeful- 
“nefs.". Wherein does that ufefulnefs lhe? “ It evaltes 
«“ GOD, and debafes man.” In what fenle does it exale 
GOD? GOD in himfelf is exalted above all praile. Your 
meaning therefore I fuppofe is this; it difplays to others 
how highly he is exalted, in juftice, mercy, and truth. But 
the dirett contrary of this has been thewn at large: it has 
been fhewn by various confiderations, that GOD is not ex- 
alted, but rather, difhonoured, and that in the higheft de- 
gree, by fuppofing him to defpife the work of his own hands, 
the far greater part of the fouls which he hath made. And as 
to the debafing of man; if you mean, * This opinion truly 
humbles the men that hold ut." I fear it does not; Ihave 
not perceived (and I have had large occahons to make the 
the trial) that all, or even the generality of them that hold 
it, are more humble than other men. Neither, i think, will 
you fay, that none are humble, who hold m not: io that 
it is mewther a neceffary nor a certain means of humility, 
And if it be fo fometimes, this only proves that GOD can 
bring good out of evil. 

LXXXIV. The truth is. neither this opinion nor that, 
but the love of GOD humbles man, and that only. Let 
but this be thed abroad in his heart, and he abhors himfelf in 
duff and afhes. As foon as this enters into his foul, lowly 
fhame covers his face. That thought, What is GOD ? 
What hath he done for me? is immediately followed b 
What am I? And he knoweth not what to do, or where to 
hide, or how to abafe himfelf enough, before the grea: GOD 
of love, of whom he now knoweth, that as his majetty 1s, 
fo ishis mercy. Let him who has /c/t this (whatever be his 
opimon) fay, whether he could then take glory to himfelf ? 
Whether he could afcribe to himfelf any part of his falvation, 
or the glory of any good word or thought? Lean then, who 
will, on that broken reed for humility : but let the love of 


GOD humble my foul | 
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XXXV. “ Why, this is the very thing which recom, 
* mencsit. This dotirine makes men love GOD.” Jan. 
{wer as before: accidentally it may ; becaufe COD can draw 
good out ol evil. But you will not fay, al! who hold it, love 
GOD; fo itis no cerfazn means tothat end. Nor will you 
fay, that none love him who hold it not. Neither, theré- 
fore, is it a necrffary means. Butindeed when you talk at 
all of its “making men love GOD,” you know not what 
you do. You lead men into more danger than you are 
aware of. You almoft unavoidably lead them into refling 
on that opinion: you cut them off from a true dependence 
on the Fountain of living waters, and ftrengthen them in 
hewing to themfelves broken cilterns, which can hold no 
water, 

LXXXVI, This is my grand obje@ion to the do€rine 
of reprobation, or (which is the fame) unconditional ele&ion, 
That it is an error 1 know; becaufe if this were true, the 
whole fcripture muft be falfe. But it is not only for this, 
becaufe it is an error, that I fo earneflly oppofe it, but be- 
caule it is an error of fo-pernicious confequence to the fouls 
of men; becaufe it direétly and naturally tends to hinder the 
inward work of GOD in every ftage of it, 

LXXXVII. For inftance.’ Is a man carelefs and un- 
concerned ? utterly dead in trefpaffes and fins? Exhort bim 
then (fuppofe he is of your own opinion) to take fome care 
of his immortal foul. “ I take care!” fays he, “ What 
“ fignifies my care? Why, what muft be, muft be. If I 
“ am eleét, I muft be faved; and if I am not, I muft be 
“damned.” And the reafoning is as juft and flrong, as it 
is obvious and natural. —_ It avails not to fay, ‘men may abu/e 
“any doétrine.” So they may. But this is not abufng 
yours. Itisthe plain, natural uf of it. The premifes can- 
not be denied (on your fcheme): and the confequence is 
equally clear and undeniable. Is he a little ferious and 
thoughtful now and then, though generally cool and Iuke- . 
warm? Prefs him then to ftir up the gift that is in him, 
to work out his own falvation with fear and trembling. Alas! 


fays he, what can 1 do? You know man can do nothing. 
If 
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If you reply, but you don’t dfre falvation: you are not 
willing to be faved. It may be fo, fays he, but GOD 
hall make me willing in the day of his power. So waiting 
for irrefiftible grace, he falls faller afleep than ever. See 
him again, when he thoroughly awakes out of fleep; whea 
are come 


in {pite of his principles. fearfulnefs and trembling 


upon him, and an horrible dread hath overwhe'med lim. 
How then will you comfort him that 1s wellanigh fwailow- 
ed up of overmuch forrow ? If at all, by applying the pro- 
mifes of GOD. But againft thefe he is feuced on every 
fide. Thefe tndeed, fays he, are great and precious pro- 
mifes. But they belong to the eleé only. . Therefore they 
are nothing to me. Iam not of that number. And I ne- 
ver can be: for his decree is unchanveable. Has he alreu- 
py tafted of the good word, and the powers of the world 
to come? Being jutftified by fay. hath he peace with 
GOD? Then fin hath no domifon over him. Bat by 
and by, confidering he may fall fou//y indeed, but cannot 


fall finally, he is not fo jealous over himfelf as he was at 


firit; he grows a little and-a little flacker, ull e’er long he 
falls again into the fin, from which he was clean efcaped, 
As foon as you perceive he is entangled again and overcome, 
you apply the {criptures relating to that ftate. You conjure 
him not to harden his heart any more, left his Jafl flaie be 
worfe than the firff. ‘“ How can that be,” fays he ? “ Once 
“in grace always in grace; and I am fure I was in grace 
“once. You thall never tear away my fhield.” So he 
fins on, and fleeps on, till he awakes in liell. 

LXXXVIII. The obferving thefe melancholy examples 
day by day; this dreadful havoc, which the devil makes of 
fouls, efpecially of thofe who had begun to run well, by 
means of this antifcriptural doftrine, conftrains me to op- 
pofe it from the fame principle, whereon [labour to fave 
fouls from deftruétion, Nor is it fufficient to afk, ave there 
not alfo many who wreff the oppofite dociriue to their own 
deftru€tion ? If there are, that is nothing to the point in 
gueftion: for that is not the cafe here. Here is no wre/iny 


@ 
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at all: the doétrine of abfolute predeftination naturally leads 
to the chambers of death. 

Let an inftance of each kind be propofed, and the dif. 
fefénce is fo broad, he that runneth may read it. I fay, 
“ Chrift died for all. He tafted death for every man, and 
* he willeth all men to be faved.” “ O,” fays an hearer, 
“ then I can be faved, when I will; fo I may fafely fin a 
* “< lo "*w’ No, this is no confequence from what I 
faid: s are wrefted, to infer what does not follow, 
You fay, “ Chrift died only for the ele&: and all thefe 
“* muft and fhall be faved.” ‘“ O,” fays an hearer, “ then 
“if 1 am one of the ele&, I muft and fhall be faved, 
« Theretore 1 may fafely fin a little longer; for my falvation 
** cannot fail.” Now this is a fair confequence from what 
you faid: the words are not wrefted at all. No more is 
inferred.than what plainly and undeniably follows from the 
premifes. And th-g ~qw fame obfervation may be made, on 
every article of that . Srine. Every branch of it, as well 
as this (however the wifdom of GOD may fometimes draw 
good out of it) has a -natural, genuine tendency, without 
any wrefiing, either to prevent or obftruét holinefs. 

LXXXIX. Brethren, would ye lie for the caufe of 
GOD? I am perfuaded, ye would not. Think then, that 
as ye are, foam I. I fpeak the truth, before GOD my 
judge, not of thofe who were trained up therein, but of 
thofe who were lately brought over to your opinion, Ma- 
ny of thefe have I known, but I have not known one in 
ten of all that number, in whom it did not fpeedily work 
fome of the above-named effefts, according to the ftate of 
foul they were thenin, And one only have I known among 
them all, after the clofeft and moft impartial obfervation, 
who did not evidently fhew, within one year, that his 
heart was changed, not for the better, but the worfe. 

XC. I know indeed, ye cannot eafily believe this: But 
whether ye believe it or no, you believe, as well as I, 
that without holine/s, no man fhall fee the Lerd. May we 
not then, at leaft, join in this, in declaring the nature of 


inward holinefs, and to teflify to all the neceflity of it? 
May 
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May we not all thus far join, in tearing away the broken 
reeds whereon fo many reft, without either inward or out- 
ward holinefs, and which they idly truft will fupply its place? 
As far as is poflible, let us join in deftroying the works of 
the devil, and in fetting up the kingdom of GOD upon 
earth, in promoting righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in the Ho~ 
ly Ghoft. 

Of whatever opinion or denomination we are, we mult 
ferve e:ther GOD or the devil. If we ferve GOD, our 
agreement is far greater than our difference. Therefore, as 
far as may be, fetting afide that difference, let us uffite in 
deftroying the works of the devil, in bringing all we can, 
from the power of darknefs, into the kingdom of GOD’s 
dear Son. And let us affift each other to value more and 
more the glorious grace whereby we ftand, and daily to grow 
in that grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus 


Chrift. 
[ End of Predefination calmly conjidered. | 





a 
SERMON XXIV. 


On REVELATION xxi. 5. 
Behold, I make all things new. 


1. HAT a ftrange fcene is here opened to our view! 
How remote from all our natural apprehentions ! 

Not a glimpfe of what is here revealed, was ever feen in the 
heathen world. Not only the modern, barbarous, uncivili- 
zed Heathens have not the leaft conception of it; but it 
was equally unknown to the refined, polithed Heathens of 
ancient Greece and Rome. Andit is almoft as little thought 
of or underftood, by the generality of Chriftians ; I mean, 
not barely thofe that are nominally fuch, that have the form 
Vor. IL, 4E ot 
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of godlinefs without the power: but even thofe that im a 
mealure fear GOD, and fudy to work righteoufnefs, 

2. It muft be allowed, that after all the refearches we 
can make, [till our knowledge of the great truth, which is 
delivered to us in thefe words, is exceedingly thort and im- 
perfect. As this is a point of mere revelation, beyond the 
reach of all natural faculties, we cannot penetrate far into 
#, mor form any adequate conception of it. But it may 
be an encouragement to thofe who have in any degree tafted 
of the powers of the world to come, to go as far as we can 
go, interpreting {cripture by {cripture, according to the 
analogy of faith. 

3. The apoftle, caught up in the vifions of GOD, tells 
us in the firft verfe of the chapter, 7 faw a new heaven and 
anew earth: And adds, ver. 5, He that fat upon the throne, 
fad {1 believe the only words which he is faid to utter 
throughout the whole book,) Behold, I make all things new. 

4. Very many commentators entertain a flrange opinion, 
that this relates only to the prefent ftate of things, and grave- 
ly tell us, that the words are to be referred to the flourith- 
ing flate of the church, which commenced after the heathen 
perfecutions. Nay, fome of them have difeovered, that all 
which the apoftle {peaks concerning the: mew heaven and the 
new earth, was fulfilled when Conftantine the great poured in 
riches and honours upon the Chrittians. What a miferable 
way is this of making void the counfel of GOD, with re- 
gard to all that grand chain of events, in reference to his 
church, yea, and to all mankind, from the time that ohn 
was in Patmos, unto the end of the world! Nay, the line 
of this prophefy reaches farther ftill. It does not end with 
the prefent world, but fhows us the things which will come 
to pafs, when this world is no more. 

5. Thus faith the Creator and Governor of the Univerfe, 
Behold, I mak: all things new: ali which are included in that 
expretiion of the apofile, A new heaven, and a new earth. 
A new heaven. The original word in Genefis (chap. i.) 1s 
to the plural number. And indeed this is the conftant lan- 
gage of icripture ; not heaven, but heavens. According- 

ly 





. 
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ly the ancient Jewifh writers are accuftomed to reckon three 
heavens, In conformity to which, the apoftle Paul {peaks 
of his being caught up into the third heaven. It is this, 
the third heaven, which is ufually fuppofed to be the more 
immediate refidence of GOD: fo far as any refidence can 
be afcribed to his omniprefent Spirit, who pervades and 
fills the whole univerfe. It is here ‘if we fpeak afier the 
manner of men,) that the Lord fitteth upon his throne, fur- 
rounded by angels and archangels, and by ail his flaming 
minifters. 

6. We cannot think, that this heaven will undergo any 
change, any more than its great inhabitant. Surely this 
palace of the Moft High was the fame from eternity, and 
will be world without end, Only the inferior heavens are 
liable to change ; the higheft of which we ufually call, The 
ftarry heavens. This, St. Peter informs us, 2s re/erved unto 
fire, againft the day of judgment, and deftruclion of ungodly 
men. In that day, betng an fire, it fhall firlt fhrivel as a 
parchment-/croll: then it fhall be diffolved, and fhall pa/s 
away with a great norfe; laitly, it thall flze from the face of 
him that fitteth on the throne, and there fhall be found no 
place for, tt. 

7. At the fame time the flars fhall fall from heaven, the 
fecret chain being broken, which had retained them in their 
feveral orbits from the foundation of the world. In the 
mean while the lower, or fublunary heaven, with the elements 
{or principles that compofe it) fhall melt with fervent heat, 
while the earth with the works that are therein fhall be burnt 
up. This is the introduétion toa far nobler ftate of things, 
fuch as it has not yet entered into the heart of men to con- 
ceive : the univerfal reftoration which is to fucceed the unt- 
verfal deftruétion. For we look for, fays the apoltle, new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteou/ne/s, 
2 Pet. ui. 7, &c. 

8. One confiderable difference there will undoubtedly 
be in the flarry heaven, when it is created anew; there will 
be no blazing ftars, no comets there. Whether thofe hor- 
sid, eccentric orbs are half-formed planets in a chaotic ftate, 

(I {peak 
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(I fpeak on the fuppofition of a plurality of worlds) or fuch 
as have undergone their general conflagration, they will 
certainly have no place in the new heaven, where all wil! 
be exaét order and harmony. ‘There may be many other 
diffetences between the heaven that now 1s, and that which 
will be after the renovation. But they are above our ap- 
prehenfion: we muft leave eternity to explain them. 

g. We may more eafily conceive the changes which will 
be wrought in the lower heaven, in the region of the air. 
It will be no more torn by hurricanes, or agitated by fu- 
rious florms or deftru€étive tempefts. Pernicious or terrify. 
ing meteors will have no more place therein. We thall 
have no more occafion to fay, 


“ There like a trumpet, loud and flrong, 
Thy thunder fhakes our coails: 
While the red lightnings wave along, 


The banners of thy hoft!” 


No: all will be then light, fair, ferene: a lively pi€ture of 
the eternal day. 

10. All the elements (taking that word in the common 
fenfe, for the principles of which all natural beings are com- 


pounded) will be new indeed; entirely changed as to their 
gualities, although not as to their nature. Fire is at prefent 
the general deflroyer of all things Yinder the fun; diffolv- 
here of itsgétion, and 


ing all things that come within the fF 


reducing them to their primitive a‘oms. no foonet 
will it have performed its laft great office of deftroying the 
heavens and the earth, (Whether you mean thereby one 
{yflem only, or the whole fabric of the univerfe; the dif- 
ference between one and millions of worlds being nothing 
before the great Creator)}—When 1 fay it has done this, 
the deftruétions wrought by fire, will come to a perpetual 
end. It will deftroy no more, it will confume no more; 
it will forget ts power to burn, which it poffeffes only du, 
ring the prefent flate of things, and be as harm!efs in the 
new heavens and earth, as it is now in the bodies of men 

and 
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"ai . . 
and other animals, and in the fubftance of trees and flow- 
ers: in al! which (as late experiments fhow) large quantities 
of ethereal! fire are lodged: if i be not rather an effential, 







component part of every material being under the fun. 
But it will probably retain its vivifying power, though di- 
vefted of its power to deftroy. 

11. It has been already obferved, that the calm, placid 
air, will be no more difturbed by ftorms and tempefts. There 
will be no more meteors, with their horrid glare, affright- 
ing the poor children of men. May we not add (though at 
firft it may found like a paradox) that there will be no more 
rain. I: is obfervable, that there was none in Paradife: a 
circumftance which Mo/-s particularly mentions, (Gen. ii. 
ver. 5, 6.) The Lord GOD had not caufed tt to rain upon 
the earth. But there went up a mift from the earth, which 
then covered up the abyfs of waters, and watered the whole 
face of the ground, with moifture fufficient for all the pur- 
pofes of vegetation. We have al! reafon to believe, that 
the cafe will be the fame when Paradife is reftored. Con. 
fequently there will be no more clouds or fogs; but one 
bright, refulgent day. Much lefs will there be any porfon- 
ous damps or peltilential blafls. ‘There will be no Arocce 
in Italy, no parching or fuffocating winds in Arabia: no 
keen north-eaft winds in our own country, 

























“ Shattering the graceful locks of yon fair trees ;” 






but only plleafiny, healthful breezes, 






** Fanning the earth with odoriferous wings.” 









12. But what change will the element of water un lergo, 


when all things are made new? It will be in every part of 





the world clear and limpid, pure from al! unpleafing of un 





healthful mixtures, rifing here and there in cryftal fountains, 





to refrefh and adorn the earth, * with liquid lapfe of mur- 


muring fiream."’ Jor undoultediy as there were in Para. 






dife, there will be various rivers genuy gliding along, for 
the 
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the ufe and pleafure of both man and beaft. But the in. 
fpired writer has exprefsly declared, there will be no mere 
fea, (Rev. xxi. 1.) We have reafon to believe, that at the 
beginning of the world, when GOD faid, Let the waters 
under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let 
the dry land appear, (Gen. i. ver. g.) the dry land {pread 
over the face of the water, and covered it on every fide. 
And fo it feems to have dene, till, in order to the general 
deluge, which he had determined to bring upon the earth 
at once, the windows of heaven were opened, and the foun- 
tains of the great deep broken up, But the fea will then re. 
tire within its primitive bounds, and appear on the furface 
of the earth no more. Neither imdeed will there be any 
more need ef the fea. For either as the ancient poet fup- 
poles, 
Cmnis feret omnia telus : 


Every part of the earth will naturally produce whatever its 
inhabitants want: or all mankind will procure what the 
whole earth affords, by a much eafier and readier convey- 
ance. For all the inhabitants of the earth, our Lord in- 
forms us, will then be iravyfircs equal ta angels ; on a level 
with them in {wiftnefs as well as ftrength: fo that they can, 
quick as thought, tranfport themfelves, or whatever they 
want, from one fide of the globe to the other. 

13. But it feems, a gveater change will be wrought in 
the earth, than even in the air and water. Not that I can 
believe that wonderful difcovery of Jacob Behmen, which 
many fo eagerly contend for, that the earth itfelf with all 
its furniture and inhabitants, will then be tranfparent as 
glafs. There does not feem to be the leaft foundation for 
this, either in {cripture or reafon. Surely not in feripture ; 
I know not one text in the Old and New Teftament, which 
affirms any fuch thing. Certainly it cannot be inferred 
from that text in the Revelation, chapter the fourth, verfe 
the fixth, And before the throne there was a fea of glafs, like 
unio cryftal. And yet, if I miflake not, this is the chief, 
if not the only feripture which has been urged in favour of 

this 
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this opinion! Neither can I conceive that it has any founs 
dation in reafon. It has indeed been warmly alledged, that 
all things would be far more beautiful, if they were quite 
tranfparent. But I cannot apprehend this: yea, I appre. 
hend quite the contrary. Suppofe every part of a human 
body were made tranfparent as cryltal, would it appear 
more beautiful than it does now? Nay, rather it would 
fhock us above meafure. The furface of the body, and in 
particular, “ the human face divine,” is undoubtedly one 
of the moft beautitul objeéts that can be found under hea- 
ven. But could you look through the refy cheek, the 
fmooth, fair forehead, or the rifing bofom, and diilin@ly 
fee all that hes within, you would turn away from it with 
loathing and hotror. 

14. Let us then, in the next place, take a view of thofe 
changes which we may reafonably fuppofe wil] take place 
in the earth. It will no more be bound up with intenfe 
cold, nor parched up with extreme heat ; but will have fuch 
a temperature as will be moft conducive to its fruitfulnefs. 


If in order to punith its inhabitants, GOD did of old 


“ Bid his angels turn afkaunt 
This oblique globe,” 


thereby occafioning violent cold on one part, and violent 
heat on the other; he will undoubtedly then order them 
to reftore it to its origimal pofiuon: fo that there will be 
a final end, on the one hand, of the burming heat, which 
makes fome parts of it fcarce habitable; and, on the 
other, of 


“« The rage of Arétos and eternal froft.” 


15. And it will then contain no jarring or deftructive 
principles within its own bofom. It will no more have 
any of thofe violent convulfions in its own bowels. It will 
no more be fhaken or torn afunder, by the ampetuous torce 


of earthquakes; and will therefore need neither Vefuvius 
nor 
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nor AXtna, nor any burning mountains to prevent thet. 
There will be no more horrid rocks, or frightful precipices ; 
no wild defarts or barren fands; no impaffable moraffes, 
or unfruitful bogs, to fwallow up the unwary traveller, 
There will doubtlefs be inequalities on the furface of the 
earth, which are not blemifhes, but beauties. And though 
I will not afirm, That 


“ Earth hath this variety from heaven, 
Of pleafure fituate in hill and dale ;” 


yet I cannot think gently-rifing hills will be any defe& ; 
but an ornament of the new-made earth. And doubilefs. 
we fhall then likewife have occafion to fay, 


“* Lo, there his wondrous {kill arrays 
The fields in cheerful green! 
A thoufand herbs his hand difplays, 
A thoufand flowers between !” 


16. And what will the general produce of the earth be ? 
Not thorns, briars or thiftles. Not any ufelefs or fectid 
weed ; not any poifonous, hurtful or unpleafant plant ; but 
every one that can be conducive in any wife either to our 
ufe or pleafure. How far beyond all that the moft lively 
imagination is now able to conceive! We fhall no more 
regret the lofs of the terreflial paradife, or figh at that well- 
devifed defcription of our great poet, 


“ Then fhall this mount 
Of paradife by might of waves be mov’d 
Out of his place, pufh’d by the horned flood, 
With all its verdue fpoil’d and trees adrift, 
Down the great river to the opening gulph, 
And there take root, an ifland falt and bare !” 


For all the earth fhall then be a more beautiful paradife 
than Adam ever faw. 
17. Such 
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17. Such will be the ftate of the new earth, with regard 
to the meaner, the inanimate parts of it. But great as this 
change will be, it is little, it is nothing, in comparifon of 
that which will then take place throughout all animated na- 
ture. In the living part of the creation were feen the moft 
deplorable effeéts of Adam’s apoftafy. The whole animated 
creation, whatever has life, from Levtathan to the {mallet 
mite, was thereby made /ubje@ to {uch vantty, as the inani- 
mate creatures could not be. They were fubje& to that fell 
moniter, death, the conqueror of all that breathe. They 
were made fubje& to its fore-runner, pain, in its ten thou- 
fand forms: although “ GOD made not death, neither hath 
he pleafure in the death of any living.’ How many mil- 
lions of creatures in the fea, in the air, and on every part 
of the earth, can now no otherwife preferve their own 
lives, than by taking away the lives of others; by tearing 
in pieces and devouring their poor, innocent, unrefifling 
fellow-creatures! Miferable lot of fuch innumerable multi- 
tudes, who, infignificant as they feem, are the offspring of 
one common Father, the creatures ot the fame God of love! 
It is probable, not only two-thirds of the animal creation, 
but ninety-nine parts out of a hundred, are under a necef- 
fity of deftroying others, in order to preferve their own 
life! But it fhall not always be fo. He that fitteth upon 
the throne, will foon change the face of all things, and give 
a demonftrative proof to all creatures, that Ais mercy 15 over 
all his works. The horrid ftate of things, which at prefent 
obtains, will foon be at an end. On the new earth, no 
creature will kill or hurt or give pain to any other. The 
fcorpion will have no poifonous fting, the adder no venom- 
ous teeth. The lion will have no claws to tear the lamb ; 
no teeth to grind his flefh and bones. Nay, no creature, 
no beaft, bird or fifh, will have any inclination to hurt 
any other. For cruelty will be far away, and favagenels 
and fiercenefs be forgotten. So that violence fhall be heard 
no more, neither wafting or deftruétion feen on the face of 
the earth. The wolf fhall dwell with the lamb: (the words 

may be literally, as well as figuratively underftood).and the 
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leopard fhall lie down with the kid. They fhall not hurt of 
deftroy, from the rifing up of the fun, to the going down 
of the fame. 

18. But the moft glorious of all will be, the change 
which then will take place on the poor, finful, miferable 
ehildren of men. Thefe had fallen in many refpeéts as 
from a greater height, fo into a lower depth than any other 
part of the creation. But they fhall hear a great voice out 
of heaven, faying, Behold, the tabernacle of GOD is with 
men. And he will dwell with them: and they fhall be has 
people : and GOD himf lf fhall be with them, and be their 
GOD, Rev. xxi. ver. 3, 4. Hence will arife an unmixt 
ftate of holinefs, and happinefs, far fuperior to that which 
Adam enjoyed in Paradife. In how beautiful and affeéting 
a manner: is this defcribed by the apoflle! GOD fhall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes: and there shall be no more 
death, netther forrow uor crying. Neither fhall there be any 
more pain: for the former things are paffed away. As 
there will be no more death, and no more pain or ficknefs 
preparatory thereto: as there will be no more grieving for, 
or parting with friends, fo there will be no more forrow or 
crying. Nay, but there will be a greater deliverance than 
all this; for there will be no more fin in the new earth, 
And to crown all, there will be a deep, an intimate, an 
uninterrupted union with GOD: a conftant’ communion 
with the Father and his Son Jefus Chrift, through the 
Spirit: a continual enjoyment of the Three-One GOD, 
and of all the creatures in him! 
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An EXTRACT 


Of the Rev’. Mr. JOHN WESLEY’s Journat 


From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November 1ft, 1799. 
[Continued from page 547-] 


5. OT to eflablifh the power of working miracles as 

the great criterion of a divine miflion; when f{crip- 
ture teaches us, that the agreement of doétrines with truth 
as taught in thofe fcriptures, is the only infallible rule. 

6. Not to drive any away from our church, by opprobri- 
oufly calling them di/enters, or treating them as fuch, fo 
Jong as they keep to her communion. 

7. Not lightly to take up with fl/y fortes, that may be 
propagated to the difcredit of perfons of a general good cha- 
rattler. 

I do not lay down (fays he) thefe negative rules, fo 
much for the fake of any perfun whom the unobfervance of 
them would immediately injure, as of our church and her 
protetied defenders. For churchmen, however well-meaning, 
would lay themfelves open to cenfure, and might do her 
trretrievable damage, by a behaviour contrary to them.” 

Friday Auguft 3. 1 met with one who did run well, but 
fatan had hindered her. I was furprized at her ingenuous ac- 
knowledgement of the fear of man. O how hardly fhall 
even they who have rich acquaintance enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Sunday 5. Six perfons, at the New-Room, were deeply 
convinced of fin: Three of whom were a little comforted 
by prayer; but not yet convinced of righteou/ne/s. 

Having frequently been invited to Wells, particularly by 
Mr. , who begged me to make his houfe my home, on 
Thurfday the gth I went thither, and wrote him word the 
night before ; upon which he prefently went to one of his friends, 
and defired a meflenger might be fent to meet me and beg me 
“ To 
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“ To turn back, otherwife (faid he) we fliali all lofe our trade.” 
But this confideration did not weigh with him, fo that he 
inyited me to his own houfe: And at eléven 1 preached in 
his ground, on Chrift our we/dom, righteou/ne/s, fandificatr- 
on, and redemption, to about 2000 perfons. Some of them 
mocked at firft, whom I reproved before all; and thofe of 
them who ftayed were more fevious. Several {poke to me 
after, who were for the prefent much affetted. let it net 
pafs away as the morning dew! 

Friday 10. 1 had the fatisfaftion of converfing with a 
Quaker, and afterwards with an Anabaptift, who, I truft, 
have hada large meafure of the love of GOD thed abroad 
in their hearts. O may thofe, in every perfuafion, who are 
of this f{pirit increafe a thoufand fold, how many foever they 
ke ! 

Saturday 11. In the evening two were {cized with ftrong 
pangs; as were four the next evening, and the fame number 
at Gloucefler-Lane on Monday, one of whom was greatly com- 
forted. 

Tuefday 14. 1 preached at Bradford to about 300 on 
One thing is needful. Returning through Bath, I preached 
to a {mall congregation fuddenly gathered together at a lit- 
tle diftance from the town (not being permitted to be in 
R—M—’s ground any more) on The juft fhall hve by faith. 
Three at the New-Room this evening were cut to the heart. 
But their wound was not yet healed. 

Wednefday 15. 1 endeavoured to guard thofe who were 
in their firft love, from falling into inordinate affeétion, by 
explaining thofe ftrange words at Baptr/l-Malls, Henceforth 
know we no man after the ficfh. 

Friday 17. Many of our fociety mei, as we had appointed, 
' at one in the afternoon, and agreed “ That all the members 
of our fociety fhould obey the church to which we belong, by 
obferving All Fridavs in the year, as days of fafling or ab- 
frinence.” We \ikewife agreed, That as many as had op- 
portunity fhould then meet, to fpend an hour together ia 


prayer. 
Monday 
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Monday 20. 1 preached on thofe words (to a much larger 
¢ongregation than ufual) Oughtef not thou to have had com- 
paffion on thy fellow fervant, as I had pity on thee? 

Wednefday 29. 1 was with many that were in heavinels: 
Two of whom were foon filled with peace and joy. In the 
afternuon I endeavoured to guard the weak againit what 
too often occafions heavinels, levity of temper or behaviour, 
from, I faid of laughter, ut 1s mad; and of mirth, What 
doth wt? 

Monday 27. For two hours I took up my crofs, im argu- 
ing with a zealous man, and labouring to convince him, 
“ That | was not an enemy to the church of England.” He 
allowed, “ L taught no other doflrines than thofe of the 
church ;” but could not forgive my teaching them out of 
the church-walls. He allowed too (which none indeed can 
deny, who has either any regard to truth or fenfe of fhame) 
That “ by this teaching many fouls who tll that ume were 
“ perifhing for lack of knowledge, have been, and are 
“ brought from darknefs to light and from the power of 
“ fatan unto GOD.” Buthe added, “ No one can tell, 
“ what may be hereafter; and therefore 1 fay, thefe things 
“ ought not to be fuffered.” 

Indeed the report now current in Brifol was, “ That I 
* was a Papif, if mot a Je/uat.”” Some added, “* Tha I 
“was born and bred at Rome ;” which many cordially be- 
lieved. O ye tools, when will ye undetfland, That the 
pteaching juffification by faith alone, the allowing no meri- 
torious caufe of jultification, but the death and righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift, and no conditional or inftrumenta! caufe, 
but faith, is overturning Popery from the foundation ? 
When will ye underfland, that the moft deftruttive of all 
thofe errors, which Rome, the mother of abominations hath 
brought forth (compared to whieh tranfubflantiauon and a 
hundred more, are trifles light as air) is, That we are ju/- 
tified by works, (or to exprefs the fame thing a little more 
decently) by faith and works. Now, do | preach this? 
I did for ten years : 1 was (fundamentally) a Papilt, and knew 


wt not. But I do now teflify to all (and ut uw the very point 
bor 
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for afferting which I have to this day been called in queftion) 
That “ no good works can be done before juftification, none 
which have not in them the nature of fin.” 

I have often enquired, who were the authors of this re- 
port; and have generally found they were either bigotted 
diffenters, or (I fpeak without fear or favour) minifters of 
our own church, I have alfo frequently confidered, what 
poflible ground or motive they could have thus to fpeak: 
Seeing few men in the world have had occafion fo clearly 
and openly to declare their principles, as I have done, both 
by preaching, printing and converfation, for feveral years 
Jaft paft. And I canno otherwife think, than that either 
they {poke thus (to put the moft favourable confiruétion up- 
on it) from grofs ignorance; they knew not what popery was; 
they knew not what doéirines thofe are which the Papifls 
teach: Or they wilfully fpoke what they knew to be falfe, 
probably thinking thereby to do GOD fervice. Now, take 
this to yourfelves, whofoever ye are, high or low, diflenters 
or churchmen, clergy or laity, who have advanced this 
fhamelefs charge, and digeft st how you can. 

But how have ye not been afraid, if ye believe there is a 
GOD, and that he knoweth the fecrets of your hearts (I 
{peak now to you, preachers, more efpecially, of whatever 
denomination) to declare fo grofs, palpable a lie, in the 
name of the GOD of truth? I cite you all, before the 
Judge of all the earth, either publickly to prove your charge; 
or by publickly retraéting it, to make the beft amends you 
can, to GOD, to me and to the world. 

For the full fatisfa€tion of thofe who have been abufed 
by thefe fhamelefs men, and almoft brought to believe a lie, 
I will here add my ferious judgment concerning the church 
of Rome, wrote fome time fince to a prieft of that commu- 
nion : 

SiR, 

I RETURN you thanks both for the favour of your let- 
ter, and for your recommending my father’s propofals to 
the Sorbonne. 

I have 
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I have neither time nor inclination for controverfy with 
any ; but Jeaft of all with the Romanifls. And that both 
becaufe I can’t truft any of their quotations, without con- 
fulting every fentence they quote in the originals ; and be- 
caufe the originals themfelves can very hardly be trufted, in 
any of the points controverted between them and us. I am 
no ftranger to their fkill in mending thofe authors, who did 
not at firft fpeak home to their purpofe; as alfo in purg- 
ing them from thofe paflages, which contradiéted their 
emendations, And as they have not wanted opportunity to 
do this, fo doubtlefs: they have carefully ufed it, with re- 
gard to a point that fo nearly concerned them, as the fu- 
premacy of tne bifhop of Rome. 1am not therefore fur- 
prifed, if the works of St. Cyprian (as they are called) do 
ftrenuoufly maintain it: but 1 am, that they have not been 
better corrected; for they flill contain paffages that abfo- 
jutely overthrow it. What grofs negligence was it, to 
leave his 74th epiftle (to Pomperanus) out of the index expur- 
gatortus? wherein pope Cyprian fo flatly charges pope Ste- 
phen, with pride and obftinacy, and wrth being a defender of 
the caufe of heretichs, and that againft Chriftians and the ve- 
ry church of GOD? He that can reconcile this with his 
believing Stephen the infallible head of the church, may re- 
concile the gofpel with the alcoran. 

Yet I can by no means approve the fcurrility and con- 
tempt, with which the Romani/ls have often been treated. 
I dare not rail at, or defpife any man; much lefs thofe who 
profefs to believe in the fame mafter. But 1 pity them 
much; having the fame affurance that Jefus is the Chrift, and 
that no Romant/t, as fuch, can expeét to be faved, according to 
the terms of his covenant. For thus faith our Lord, Who- 
Joever fhall break one of the leaft of thefe commandments, and 

Shall teach men fo, he fhall be called the leaft in the kingdom 
of heaven. And if any man fhall add unto thefe things, 
GOD fhall add unto him the plagues that are written in this 
book. But all Romanz/ts, as fuch, do both. _ Ergo 

The minor I prove, not from Proteftant authors, or even 
from particular writers of their own communion: but from 

the 
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the public, authentic records of the church of Rome. Such 
are the canons and decrees of the council of Trent. And 
the edition I ufe was printed at Colen, and approved by 
authority. 

And firft, all Romans, as fuch, do break and teach 
then to break, one (and not the leaft) of thofe command- 
ments. The fignification of Exodus xx. 5. which forbids the 
bowing to images (as every fmatterer in Hebrew knows) is in- 
curvare fe, * procumbere, honoris exhibendi cau/a (and is 
accordingly rendered by the feventy in this very place, by 
a Greek word of the very fame import, sgeseonir) But the 
council of Treat, (and confequently all Romanzfts, as fuch, 
all who allow ihe authority of that council) teaches, feétion 
25. para. 2. That it is } degitimus imaginum ufus,—eis ho- 
norem exhibere, procumbendo coram eis. 

Secondly, All Romani/ls, as fuch, do add to thofe things 
which are written in the book of life. For in the bull of 
Pius 1V. fubjoined to thofe canons and decrees, 1 find all 
nA additions following: 

. Seven facraments, 2. Tranfubfantiation, 3. Com- 
munion in one kind only, 4. Purgatory, and praying for 
the dead therein, 5. Praying to faints, 6. Veneration of 
reliques, 7. Worfhip of images, 8. Indulgences, 9. The 
priority, and univerfality of the Roman church, 10. The 
fupremacy of the bifhop of Rome. All thefe things there- 
fore do the Romanifts add to thofe which are written in the 
book of life. 


1 am,——— 


. To bow d down before aay one, in token of honouring him. 
t i. ¢. The proper ufe of images is, to honour them, by bowing down before them: 


(To be continued in Vol, 111.) 
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AN ACCOUNT 


Of the moft remarkable Occurrences of the Life of 


JOSEPH EVERETT. 
{In a Letter to Bifhop Afbury. | 
(Contenued from page 563.) 


WENT forward in the way pointed out in GOD’s word, 

until the fifth day of April 1778, between feven and 
eight in the evening. Then the Lord fet my foul once more 
at liberty, by fpeaking me freely juftified, and fhedding 
abroad his love in my heart by the Holy Ghoft. Then I 
knew that whoever was religious, loved every man whether 
Jew or Gentile. Then I felt that the love which I firft 
received among the New Lights, and loft by departing from 
GOD, I now found among the Methodifts: and could give 
them the right hand of fellowfhip. 

I muft now make fome remarks on the very extraordina- 
ry conduét of the New Lights. They never, in a religious 
fenfe, took any notice of me; but looked on me asa perfon 
beneath their notice ; they would pafs by me as though they 
faw me not. Yet thofe very perfons would conduét them- 
felves as carnally, and were under the power of the flefh and 
the devil as much I was—they would drink to excels, love 
the ‘world, perfecute, get angry, indulge pride as much I 
did, and yet lay claim to the promifes of the gofpel——-when 
1, who lived no worle, was judged by them down to perdi- 
tion. A fure token of a pharifical fpirit. 1 hope I fhall 
ever adore that GOD whole property it is to bring order 
out of confufion ; who permitted me to fall, but raifed m> 
up again; or I might to this day have remained under the 
Antinomian delufion, fleeping with the foolith virgins in the 
high road to hell; calling on the name of the Lord, but 
dving the work of the devil ; which I have reafon to believe 

Vou. Il, 4G is 
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is the cafe of the majority of thofe who hold fuch antifcrips 
tural tenets: from the infatuation of which I pray GOD to 
deliver my foul. 

I now began to read, to know and find out the truth ; 
that as the Lord had been pleafed to blefs me again with his 
favour, I wifhed to know the way to keep -it, (a burnt 
child dreads the fire.) And by reading the authors above- 
mentioned, I began to difcover the calviniftic cheat—and 
efpecially the latter, in his checks te antinomianif{m; and the 
more I] read, the plainer I faw the policv of the bottomlefs 
pit; and from whence it originated. And from then un- 
iii this day, the more I fludy its natute and tendency, the 
more I defpife it; and view it as a trap fet by the devil, by 
which millions are eternally damned. I now conftantly at- 
tended the preaching of the gofpel by the Methodifts. I 
loved them and took fweet counfel with them, but ftill did 
not join in fociety with them. And my fuppofed reafon 
for it was this. I knew that they were a defpifed people, 
and thought ff I did not join them I might be more ufeful, 
when it was known that I was not a member of their fociety. 
But I foon found this to be very poor logick ; for the children 
of the devil hate the light, Jet it come from where u will. 
I read Mr. Wefley on perfeétion ; but the mift of Calvinifm 
was not altogether wiped from off my mind. With the Cal- 
vinifts I was taught that temptations were fin. I did not 
attend to the law of GOD to find out what fin was. I 
could not diftinguifh between fin and infirmities ; and hard- 
ly believe that any Antinomian can. They fay ali we do 
is fin. We are told that the facrifices of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord. But this is no proof that the 
children of GOD commit fin. I believe with the apoftle, 
that he that is born of GOD finneth not ;-—and he that does 
is of the devil. 1 believe that in every juftified foul, there 
is the root of every iniquity. Yet if he faithfully ufes the 
grace and power already given to him, he thereby kgeps 
himfelf from tranfgrefling the law, which alone is fin ; and 
therefore the evil one, the devil, touches him not. And I 
believe that it is the privilege of every babe in Chrift, to 

grow 
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grow in grace; not only to be young men and to be flrong, 
but to become fathers in Chrift: to receive the fulaefs of all 
the rich promifes of the gofpel: fuch as the law of GOD 
on their hearts ; to love the Lord with all their foul; to be 
dead to the world and crucified with Chrift, &c. All which I 
believe to be the common privileges of all believers in this 
day. Though « is to be much lamented that many live 
beneath them.. And I praife the Lord that I am as much 
confirmed in the doctrine of full fanétification, as I am that 
a man may know that his fins are forgiven on this fide the 
grave, 

I was generally afked, by the Methodifls, to come into 
the clafs-room ; but they did not perfuade me to join. Ia 
reading and converfing with the Methodilts, 1 began to feed 
the neceffity of joining the fociety : which 1 did with this 
view, to grow in grace myfelf, and to flrengthen the hands 
of the preachers in the work of GOD. Becaufe | thought 
it to be the will of GOD ; which ought to be our end in all 
we do. I faw the necellity of mortifying the corrupt cra- 
-vings of the flefh, as well as ufing all the means of grace, in 
order to be perfetted in love; which conftitutes a Methodift. 

By this time I found myfelf well pleafed with the dotirine 
and difcipline of the Methodifts ; and felt fomething in me 
that wanted others to partake of the love offGOD that had 
made me happy; and from this principle I began wo {pean 
to my acquaintance about their fouls, and fometimes io 
preach; aud found, that what was [poken did not altoge- 
ther fail to the ground, 

So I went on, by little and little, till I found that fome 
were wrought on; and at laft I was deeply exercifed from 
day to day about preaching, and telling to the world what 
GOD had done for my foul; and wherever I went it coa- 
tinually followed me. Frequently in family prayer, the 
power of the Lord would defcend in fuch a manner, as 
caufed the people to mourn and cry; and fomeumes they 
were not able to rife from the floor, for half a night or 
more. My exercife about preaching ufed to be fuch, that 
I have been frequently awakened from my Jeep, and found 
myfelf preaching. One 
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One thing I would not forget, while 1 was in the way 
to hell, I lived without labour for the moft part of my time, 
but as foon as I got religion, or the love of GOD in my 
foul, I fet out to labour and keep under the wicked fleth; 
which is a fufficient conviétion to me that a life of idienefs 
is a life of wickednefs. 1 now earned my urced by the la- 
bour of my hands: and believe no man can hive long in 
the favour of GOD, without ufing proper care to provide 
for himfelf and his houfhold. 

In this manner I lived, and fudied divinity at the plow, 
axe, or hoe, inftead of the college. I never had difcover- 
ed my exercife to any perfon all this time, and the reafon 
was this: 1 faw fo much of my own weaknefs and inabi- 
lity for fuch an important calling, as kept my mouth fhut. 
Ten thoufand difficulties would fhut up the way; and made 
it appear an impoflibility, yet it conftantly purfued me. At 
laft, 1 ventured to difclofe my heart to my dear trend E. 
W. When he heard what I had faid, he made litle or no 
anfwer, as 1 remember. 

At that time, Cakeb B. Peddicord, that man of GOD, 
was riding in the circuit, and was to preach near Mr. 
White's the next day, in Delaware flate; and fent for me 
to meet him there. 1 was well acquainted with him, and 
went to meet him. After be had preached, he afked me 


to give an exhortation, which 1 did; and beface we parted, 


he gave me a certificate to exhort. 

I continued to preach and {peak to che people, and found 
confiderable treedom; I was refpetted by the Methodiits, 
but my mame was defpifed by the blind world. This con- 
tinued until Oc/oder the fir, om the year 1780, when after 
my crop was nearly done, | went to Der/ed circuit, and 
flayed four weeks: for at that time they were perfecutung 
the preachers that had nor taken the oath of fidelity, and 
had committed Fresborn Garrett/on 10 prfon. As I had 
taken the oath, I went. In Derft 1] had feals to my mi- 
niitry. I returned to fecure my crop, but by that ume the 
devil, by his emiffanes, had miufed u unto the heart of my 
wile, to pievent my travelling. She made a great norte, 

which 
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which gave me much trouble. 1 might as well undertake 
to reafon with a Rone. It appears to me that Satan exert. 
ed all his power to prevent me trom travelling to preach. 
Till now my wile had fome faint defire to fave her foul; 
but this banifhed all from her heart. About thu ume you 
held a temporary conference at Mr. WAate's, with the preach. 
ers on the penmiula; and heanng that 1 was exerciled 
about preaching, you fent tor me; when I came, you alked 
me fome queltions on the fubyett, and by what came to 
pafs, I expett you approved of my aniwers. You atked 
the preachers si they had fellowlinp wih me; and all who 
knew me anfwered in the afhrmauve. Tbe matier was let 
tled on this condison; brother Peddicord was appointed to 
Derfet; and when he came there, was to enquire, whether 
the people approved of me, as I had been there before; 
if fo, 1 was to go to Dorfet again. He went, and in two 
weeks be fent for me. 1 fet out for my circus, and when 
I came, 1 began to preach, and comunued ull Febrwary. 
The Lord publicly owned and blefled my labours, 

About this ume brother Peddueord, who was the aflifant, 
let me know that he had recesved a letics trom you, to lend 
me to Aanamefex circunt. 1 left Der/et, and came home to 
fee my wile, who iil oppofed my travelling. 1 full beid 
my antegnty ; and alver being at home fome days, | went 
to a quarter-meeting at Mr. Maiue's, where a nomber of 
preachers were colletted, whom | wewed as my faperors : 
end among the refi S$. R. who had come trom Anaam:/f ‘ 
circum to Careline quarter-mecung, and was going back. 
When I came to the circus, 7. G. M. was to come trom 
Aanamefcx tot me to take bus place. bie was gone to che 
lower end, and «t was fome days belore he came up. While 
1 waited for hum, we had fleveral meetings, and there was a 
fiir; fix or caxght were awakened. The wicked threstened, 
and forme that were hall-heasted Methodsils were not well 
plealed. When the preacher came, | fet lorward; and os 
there were three preachers wm the carcust, « was fix weeks 
before I got round; and when | came to the place where I 
brit began wo preach, five os Gx of them had lound peace 


with 
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with the Lord. -This fired me with frefh courage, as tho’ 
I fhould foon conquer Satan. Thus I went on till April 
or May. S. R. and 7. W. were removed to other circuits, 
and I was continued there. The circuit was enlarged for 
four preachers; and there was a good work carried on. 
Before I left this place, fome large focietics were formed, 
and many found peace with the Lord; who I hope will 
praife him to all eternity. I had {weet fellowfhip with thefe 
people. Here the Lord owned me, and bleifed my labours 
in an abundant manner, 

I continucd in this place till November, when I came up 
to Barret’s chapel to a quarterly meeting; then you ap- 
pointed me to travel in Weft Jerfey with 7. 0. C. whom I 
loved and looked upon as a good man. We laboured there 
till the May-conference ;. and my labours were owned, and 
many feals fet to my miniftry. From thence, I was ap- 
pointed to the Zaft Jer/ey, wih that man of GOD Foia 
Tunnell, whom I loved as an other felf. We laboured in 
{weet fellowlhip unul November ; the Lord alfo owned his 
word, through my weak inftrumentality. In the Weft Jer« 
Jey, 1 was oppofed by the Baptifts, and befet by Lutherans. 
They would have put a period to my life, but my Mafter had 
more work tor me to dow 

I was then appointed to Philadelphia, with John Tunnell 
and Nelfon Reed. Here we continued till May conference, 
not without fuccefs. In this circuit the Lord owned our 
labours. That part of the circuit that profited leaft by our 
miniftry, was the city ; and I beheve for the following rea- 
fon.— They refemble too much the Corinthians ; one faying 
1 am of Paul, another | am of Apollos, and another I am 
of Cephas. Where this is the cafe, there are very few to 
follow Chrift. They are like weather-cocks, which can ne- 
ver be kept at one point. After May-conference I was 
appointed to travel in Baltimore, with J. C. and M. E. 
where the Lord ftill bleft his word, and made me an initru- 
ment for good, to his glory, to many. Many in this place 
were dear to my foul. By this time, I got to fee into the Bible 
in a deeper manner than ever. I began to fee the gofpel method 

of 
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of faving fouls; fo that the Bible feemed like an other, 
or rather like a new book to me. By this time, the Lord 
had heardand anfwered my prayers in the converfion of my 
wife; which in a great meafure lightened my burden. 

She faw how fhe had been fighting againft the Lord, in 
treating me wrongfully ; which wounded her very fenfibly ; 
and this was {weet revenge to me. Here I faw the word of 
the Lord was fulfilled, to wit, ‘be not weary in well-doing, 
for in due feafon ye fhall reap if ye faint not.” That man 
fhould always pray and not faint. She had no more to ob- 
je& to my travelling. 1 likewife faw that the meafure fhe 
gave to me, was meafured to her again. Her very children 
fpoke evil of her and hated her company. From Baltimore, 
you wrote to me to go to Frederick-circuit, and take care of 
it as the affiftant. I went, and R. §. and D. A. travelled 
with me. I was appointed at the next conference to Farr- 
fax-circuit ; where I continued to labour till the Chriftmas 
conference, when Dr. Coke came from England, and the 
Methodift church feparated from all conneétion or depen- 
dance on the church of England, or any other body or foci- 
ety of people. From this conference, I was fiationed in 
Berkiey-circuit, where the Lord fignally owned and bleffed 
my miniftry, in the awakening and converfion of many fouls. 
From this place I was appointed to the Norward Nects, 
where L. R. was to trave] with me. Here | continued to 
travel for a year ; in a place where the Methodifts had never 
preached; and where I had the honour to preach free grace 
to the people. Iwas kindly received by them, as a ftran- 
ger, and had invitations to preach : when I came the place 
was overfpread with Calvinilic fluff; fuch as uncondit- 
onal reprobation and eleétion ; final perfeverance ; adult 
baptifm, &c. I fet in to deliver my meflage, in the pre 
fence of Mr. Lunsford the Baptift parfon; who I believe 
was not:well pleafed at my coming. From thence I went 
down to Lancafter court-houfe, and preached the next fab- 
bath to a numerous congregation in the Prefbyterian meet- 
ing-houfe. The Lord enabled me to {peak ftrong words to 
thefe people, and I believe that this day the Lord began a 

work 
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work in this place that willin glory end. I got fundry plas 
ces to preach in, and fo proceeded on till 1 formed a four 
weeks’ circuit ; and continued to preach from place to place; 
till conviétion for fin began to follow the word, which 
brought on godly forrow and repentance never to be re- 
pented of. Then I taught them the nature and neceflity of 
gofpel difcipline, in order to render the preaching, the pow- 
er of GOD to falvation. 
I joined them in ¢lafs as they felt their wants, and before 
I left that place, which was in April following, 1 joined 
between two and three hundred in fociety; and about one 
hundred and twenty of thefe found, that GOD is able to 
forgive fin for Chrift’s fake. This was a people which L 
loved as a father loveth his children. Here 1 was impor- 
tuned to fet up my tabernacle; and if filthy lucre could have 
effected it, I fhould have yielded to their entreaties; . but 
my anfwer to them was, I loved them too well, and that if 
I granted their requeft we fhould be a curfe to each other. 
And I am confident that the preacher who leaves the Metho- 
dift connexion, and fets up among a people elfewhere, as 
a feparate body ; that moment he departs from the Lord ; 
and if continued in, inevitable ruin will be the confequence. 
1 now took my journey for conference, in company with 
N. Reed, and came to Baltimore; and trom thence to 
Abingdon, where I was ordained a deacon on the tenth day 
of May 1786 ; and was appointed to travel in Dor/ét-circuit 
with §. D. Here the power of religion was on the decline, 
but the Lord foon kindied it into a flame. And I believe 
it was caufed by culling the focieties and keeping up proper 
difcipline inthe church of GOD. I view it as a capital 
fault in a Methodift preacher not to be a difciplinarian. And_ 
if ever our church lofes the life of religion, it will be for 
want of difcipline. From conference 1787, I was appointed 
to Annameffex with M.G. where I flayed until conference 
1788. Iu this place the Lord brought in fome ftubborn 
finners, and here I culled the focieues; and hope I made way 
for my fucceffors to be ufeful. 
I went 
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I went down to Cape Charles through Northampton, a 
place poifoned by filthy Antinomian principles, and urged 
the neceffity of letting the oppreffed go free; for which I 
was almoft obliged to run the gauntlet. I believe when the 
Lord firft fent the Methodifts into America to preach 
the gofpel, many got converted who held flaves ; and all 
that continued faithful, after fome time, the Lord convin- 
ced them it was wrong to keep them; and all who rejetied 
conviétion loft their right to the favour of GOD. But at 
this time I fear, all who hold their flaves may go to hear 
the gofpel preached all their days, but if they do not give 
up their oppreffive manner of living, the word of GOD 
will be a favour of death unto their fouls, and that they will 
die in their fins and in their blood; and will be damned for 
their wickednefs. 

On leaving Annameffex to go tothe conference at Baltimore, . 
I received a letter from you, to meet you at Philadelphia, on 
the twentieth day ot September, inflead of Baltzmore ; which ; 
I did, and was ordained an elder on the twenty fifth day of i 
September, 1788. And from thence was appointed to tra- 4 
vel in Carolene-circuit with M. G. and B. R. where I now 
am, and humbly hope the Lord will continue to go with me, 
and by his grace preferve my foul from every evil. 

I am in the fifty fixth year of mv age, and have been a 
member of the Methodift church ten years; and have tra- 
velled as a preacher going on nine years fiuce the firft day 
of O€tober: and I can appeal to him who knows my heart, 
that I have no more defire to quit travelling than I had the 


firftday I began. Neither any more intention to leave the tH 
principles and difcipline of the Methodift church, than I have i 
to quit the exercife of my reafon. But can fay with the a 
poet, 






What a mercy is this, | 
What a heaven of blifs, r : 
How unfpeakably happy am I! 


Vor. I. 4H How [ 
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Gather’d into the fold, 
With thy people enrol’d, 
With thy people to live and to die. 


O! the geodnefs of GOD 
In employing a clod, 
His tribute of glory to raife; 
His ftandard to bear, 
And with triumph declare 
His unfpeakable riches of grace. 


O! the fathomlefs love, 
That has deign’d to approve 

And to profper the work of my hands: 
With my pattoral crook 
I paft over the brook; 

And behold I am {pread into bands ! 
In a rapture of joy 
My life I employ, 

The GOD of my life to proclaim: 
*Tis worth living tor this, 
To adminifter blifs, 

And falvation in Jefus’s name. 


My remnant of days 
I'll {pend in his praife, 
Who dy’d the whole world to redeem 3 
Be they many or few, 
My days are his due; 
And they all are devoted to him. 


Thus I have gone through nearly all the moft remarkable 
paflages of my travels to the prefent time. 

I have been caft on the tempeftuous ocean of this world, 
and who or what but him who never flumbers nor fleeps 
has preferved me until now. Vaft numbers of my ac- 
quaintance and friends are gone into eternity, and I am ftill 


{fpared. 
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fpared. And what reafon can be given for it ? Was it decreed 
from eternity to be fo, let me att right or wrong ? I expeét 
not. But becaufe the Lord was not willing that I fhould 
die in my fins—but waited with me till 1 was enabled, by his 
grace, to bring forth in fome meafure fruit to his glory. 
I with to be more conformable to his will in all things. I 
hope my laft days may be my beft days; and when I have 
done his work below, I may lofe myfelf in the ocean of 
divine love and praife him to all eternity, 


JOSEPH EVERETT. 


Milford, December 13, 1788. 


A letter from the Rev. Dr. MAGAW to bifhop ASBURY. 


Philadelphia, July 1790. 

Rev. & dear Friend! 

\ HERE one is affured of the kindnefs and fincerity 

of another, a communication, in whatever way, 

is comfortable. Had I to impart, what would be worth 

denominating joy; if you were inclined to fhare in it, I ve- 

rily believe, it would be chiefly with the view of render- 

ing it back to me, ftill greater, And now, when I am in 

forrow, (mark how generous I become) I make over to 
you, a part, merely to make my own the lefs. 

Sorrow! yes, beloved brother—but it is fuch, as is not 
without hope. 

The event hath taken place, which I have long had 
warning to prepare for: Your fifter in the Lord,—my Mrs. 
Magaw, is, with refpeét to time, no more. 

I enter not into particulars here: but in general, do af- 
fure you, that it pleafed the Almighty, both in her long- 
continued illnefs, and her death, to adminifler great grace 
to her, and to me. Her foul rejoiced indeed in GOD, 
her 
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her Saviour: and every movement of it became, at lait, 
affimilated to the nature of the heavenly reft which fhe 
panted after. 

I am left; and am encompaffed with infirmities. In the 
midft of thefe, I feel, at times, deye€tion. Again, I re- 
vive—I paufe—I meditate—I look around—I turn my 
thoughts inward—I am amazed—I would. be confounded ; 
but that He who hath laid affliction upon me, does not 
withdraw his prefence in the time of it. 

It fhould be a Friend indeed, that one would lay his 
mind open to, at a feafon like this. It is not every body 
that can go along with the afflited: his fenfations are mat- 
ters that ftrangers intermeddie not with; and can be no 
proper judges of. I can lodge my weaknefles with you, 
as well as my confolation, that raifes me now and then, 
above them. 

You will readily fuppofe, that, at certain moments, my 
thoughts revert to the time, when you, and my litle fami- 
ly became acquainted firft; and the peaceful, heart-felt in- 
tercourfe we frequently enjoyed afterwards.— You recolle& 
with me, the quiet retreat, in the foreft of Dover; the 
lowly manfion; the innocently-focial fire-fide ;—and, in its 
feafon, the cool, inviting breeze, and the meditating walk : 
you recolle& the morning and evening addreffes to the De- 
ity; the hymns of gratitude which were fung;-—the doors, 
which the hofpitable good woman did not forget to fet 
open for ftrangers ;—-thereby, poflibly, “ entertainimg an- 
gels unawares."—You remember the converfe ever pleafing, 
on redemption’s price and power.-—Yes, my brother! fuch 
recolle’on, to me, is not a vain thing: I feel it doing 
me ¢ now. ‘Fis true, it fpreads a kind of melancholy 
through me: but it is a melancholy, which I might ven- 
ture to pronounce divine. 

Ah! how the fubje&t of my grief returns upon me! 

1 fuppofe, in my prefent fituation, I might innocently 
borrow relief from different quarters, provided I do not 
lay too much ftrefs upon any confiderations which are mere- 


ly fubordinate. Philofophy may yield one fome fupport. 
The 


> 
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The fayings of fages, and experienced men, in different 
periods of the world, are not without their ufe. The no-. 
tices which reafon or common fenfe fuggefts, are not def- 
titute of force. But, it is to the glorious gofpel on/y, that 
I look for the arguments that fatisfy, and fll up all the mnd; 
and there I findthem. “ Blefled be GOD, even the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father of mercies, and 
the COD of all comfort; who comforteth us in all our 
tribulations, that we may be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble.” 

I value you fincerely, and am; with the fame affeétion 
as ever, 


Your brother and fervant in Chrfl, 
SAMUEL MAGAW 


~~ > <>. <i 


On the fhortne/s of Lite, and uncettainty of Ricnes. 


[Extrafed from a late Author. | 


F you thould fer a man who was to crofs from Dover to 
Calais, run about very bufy, and folicitous, and trouble 
himfelf many weeks before in making provifions for his voy- 
age, would you commend him, as a cautious and difcrect 
perfon ? or laugh at him, as a timorous and impertinent 
coxcomb ? 

A man who is exceffive in his pains and diligence, and 
who confumes the greateft part of his time in furnifhing 
the remainder thereof with all conveniencies, and even fu- 
perfluities, is, to angels, and wife men, no lefs ridiculous : 
he does as little confider the fhortnefs of his paflage, that 
he might proportion his cares accordingly. It 1s, alas! fo 
narrow a ftreight betwixt the womb and the grave, that it 
might be called the Pas de vie, as well as that, the Pas de 
Calais. Weare all 'egisurpes, (as Pindar calls us) creatures 

of 
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of a day; and therefore our Saviour bounds our defires ta 
that little fpace : as if it were very probable that every day 
fhould be our laft, we are taught to demand even our bread 
for no longer a time. 

The fun ought not to fet upon our covetoufnefs, any 
more than upon our anger; but as in the efleem of GOD 
Almighty, a thoufand years are as one day ; fo in direét op- 
pofition, one day, to the covetous, may be as a thoufand 
years. So far he fhoots beyond his butt, that one would think 
he was of the opinion of the Milleniaries, and hoped for fo 
Jong a reign upon earth. 

The patriarchs before the flood, who enjoyed almoft fuch 
a life, made, we are fure, lefs flores for the maintaining of 
it. They who lived nine hundred years fcarcely provided 
for a few days. We who live but a few days, provide for, 
at leaft, nine hundred years. What a ftrange alteration 1s 
this of human life and manners? and yet we fee an imitation 
of it in every man's particular experience. For we begin 
not the cares of life, till life is half fpent; and then we {till 
increafe them as that decreafes! What is there among the 
a€tions of beafts fo illogical and repugnant to reafon ? When 
they do any thing which feems to proceed from reafon, we 
difdain to allow them that perfeétion, and attribute it only to 
a natural inflingét. And are not we fools too by the fame 
kind of inftin& ? If we could but learn to number our days 
(as we are taught to pray that we might) we fhould much bet- 
ter adjuft onr other accounts. But whilft we never confider 
an end of them, it 1s no wonder if our cares be without end 
too! From a fhort life then cut off all hopes that grow too 
long. They muft be pruned away lye fuckers that rob the 
mother plant, and hinder it from bearing fruit. 

Seneca gives an example of an acquaintance of his, named 
Senecio, who from a very mean beginning, by great induftry 
in turning about money, through all ways of gain, had at- 
tained to extraordinary riches; but died on a fudden after 
having fupped merrily, in the full courfe of his good for- 

tune, 
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tune, when fhe had a high tide, and ftiff gale, and all her 
fails on ; upon which occafion he cries, out of Virg:/, 


Go Melibaus, now 


Go graft thy orchards, and thy vineyards plant, 
Behold thy fruit ! 


For this Seneczo 1 have no compaffion, becaufe he was ta- 
ken as we fay, in ipfo faéto, ftill labouring in the work of 
avarice. But the poor, rich man in St. Luke (whofe cafe 
was not like this) I could pity, if the fcripture would per- 
mit me. For he feems to be fatisfied at laft ; he confeffes he 
had enough for many years: he bids his foul take its eafe ; 
and yet for all that, GOD fays to him, Thou fool, this night 
thy foul fhall be required of thee, and then the things thou 
haft laid up, whom fhall they belong to? Where thall we 
find the caufes of this bitter reproach, and terrible judg- 
ment ? We may find! think, two, and GOD perhaps faw 
more. Firft, he did not intend true reft to his foul; but 
only to change the employments of it from avarice to luxury, 
his defign was to eat and to drink, and be merry. Secondly, 
that he went on too long before he thought of refting. The 
fulnefs of his old barns had not fuficed him. He would 
flay till he was forced to build new ones ; and GOD meted 
out to him in the fame meafure ; fince he would have more 
riches than his life could contain, GOD deftroyed his life 
and gave the fruits of it to another. Thus GOD fometimes 
takes away the man from hisriches, and no lefs frequently the 
riches from the man; what hope can there be of fuch a 
marriage, where both parties are fo fickle and uncertain ? 
By what bonds can fuch a couple be kept long to 
gether? 
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Some Rules of Holy Livimg: ExtraGed from a late Author. 


CANNOT fay, I have already attained ; but this is that 

which my heart is fet to learn, That in all I do, whe- 
ther facred or civil a€tions, ftill I may be doing but one work, 
and driving on one defign, That GOD may be pleafed by me, 
and glorified in me: That not only my praying, preaching 
and alms, may be found upon my account; but even my 
eating, drinking, fleeping, vifits and difcourfes; becaufe 
they are done to GOD. Too often do I mifs my mark ; 
but I will tell you what are the rules I fet myfelf; never to 
lie down but in the name of GOD : not barely for natural 
refrefhment ; but that a wearied fervant of Chrift may be 
recruited and fitted to ferve him»better the next day. Ne- 
ver to rife up but with this refolution, I will go forth this 
day in the name of GOD, and will make religion my bufi- 
nefs, and fpend the day for eternity. Never to enter upon 
my calling, but firft thinking, I will do thefe things as unto 
GOD, becaufe he requireth thefe things at my hands, in the 
place and ftation ke hath put me into. Never to fit down 
to table, but refolving I will not eat merely to pleafe my ap- 
petite ; but to ftrengthen myfelf for my Mafter’s work. Ne- 
ver to make a vilit, but to leave fomething of GOD where I 
go; andinevery company to leave agood favourbehind. This 
is that which I am preffing hard after: and if I ftrive not 
to walk by thefe rules, let this paper be a witnefs againft me. 


—+ OP PO >E KKK 


From ALEXANDER ForRBES, ¢o the Rev. J. WESLEY. 


Pembroke, Nov. 8, 1775. 
Rev. Sir, 

A S my defign in writing the following lines is, that 
GOD may be glorified, I am perfuaded you will par- 

don the freedom I have taken. 
I was born in the province of Ulfler in Ireland, and at 
the age of feven years could read the bible tollerably well. 
My 
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My parents perceiving in me an aptnefs for learning, had 
fome thoughts of having me taught the languages; but their 
defigns were fruftrated by the following accident. A cow 
running her horn into my mouth, tore it in fuch a manner 
that the roof thereof was laid almoft acrofs my throat, and 
occafioned my food often to guth out at my noftrils. Yet, 
bleffed be GOD! I was cured, and without any outward 
deformity. 

When near feventeen years of age, I enlifled in the for- 
ty fixth regiment of foot, where following the example of 
my licentious comrades, I plunged into all manner of fin. 
Thus I continued until I entered upon my twenty-4rft year, 
when lo! GOD convinced me of my finfulnefs and help« 
leffnefs. On this I fought the Lord in earneft, and foon 
found reft in him. I continued happy for fometime; but 
giving way to trifling, I loft the precious pearl. I conti- 
nued in this {late about fifteen months; but being bred a 
Calvinift, I imagined it was only a“ winter feafon,” and 
that as I was once juitified, I could never entirely make 
fhipwreck of my faith, 

As [I fat one day with my comrades, | obfervec a leaf 
falling from a tree; whereupon I reafoned thus: That leaf 
returns to earth, its original mother; fo muft my body, 
But where mult my foul go then? This was like thunder 
to me. On this I inflantly left my companions, went to 
my bible and read the following words, “ The wicked fhall 
be turned into hell, with all the people that forget GOD.” 
I then knew not what to do! Whatever way I looked, I 
faw deftru&tion before me. Then, in the bitiernefs of my 
foul, I cried, Lord, fave or I perifh! On reading my bible 
again, I found the following words, “ Though thou haft play. 
ed the harlot with many lovers, yet return unto me, faith 
the Lord.” O, thought I, will the Lord receive fuch a 
wretch as me! Then looking farther, I read, ‘“ I will heal 
your backflidings and love you freely.” This gave me fome 
comfort. I faw fuch tendernefs in Jefus, as emboldened 
me to pray. I wreitled, groaned, and pleaded with GOD 

Vou. I. 44 fer 
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for an anfwer of peace; and in lefs than two days, | again 
found a fenfe of pardon, 

After fome time I found the #irrings of evil paffions, 
which leilened my joy, and caufed me fometimes to doubt 
of my juftification. But ina fhort time the Lord difpel- 
led thefe clouds, and cleared up my evidence. After this, 
Satan aflaulted me with many fore temptations. Among 
other things, I was more confirmed in Calvinifm than ever. 
But after fome time a foldier convinced me of the inconfitt- 
ency of my doétrines: particularly of abfolure, unconditi- 
onal elettion and reprobation. From this time forth 1 grew 
in grace. But the ftoppage in my fpeech itll continued, 
infomuch that fometimes I could hardly tell my experience 
to my brethren. 

Near feven months ago, being forely burthened with in- 
bred fin, 1 was often conftrained to cry out, who fhall de- 
liver me from the body of this death? when lo! on Wed- 
nefday the igth of April lait, juit as Mr. D. had done 
preaching, the Lord filled my foul with love. O how 
lovely was Jefus to me then! I fhouted out, Hallelujah to 
GOD and the Lamb! All praife to the prince of peace! 
After praying to, and praifing GOD, I departed with 
heaven in my foul, I could fay, furely in the Lord have I 
righteoufnefs and flrength. 1 was as fure that my foul was 
cleanfed from all filthinefs, as ever I was that my fins were 
pardoned. But what was matter of more praife, my tongue 
was lvofed and I could {peak plain! And whereas I ufed to 
fhake my head, and diftort my face in fpeaking, I could 
now converfe with great eafe. My underftanding was alfo 
much enlightened; for what was formerly hidden, was now 

‘Yywpen and plain. Since that time GOD has given me fome 
ability to preach, which I have found almolt as eafy to do 
as to read, 

When ! communicated my mind to fome of the preach- 
ers, they told me, the loofing of my tongue was a fign that 
GOD intended I fhould ufe it in proclaiming the finner’s 
Friend; but for farther direétion they defired me to go to 
the All-wife GOD, which I did. 

About 
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About a month ago, I embarked for America, witha re- 
folution of publifhing the gofpel there, or wherever elfe 
GOD fhould caft my lot. But being by contrary winds 
drove into Milford-haven, and an order having come from 
government for us to. flay in South Wales till further or- 
ders, I now embrace the opportunity of craving your ad- 
vice. And I earneftly requeft that you will write to me 
foon: for a few lines from you may be a great encourage- 
ment to me, who am willing to fpend and be fpent in ex- 
ercifing my tongue to the glory of him who has loofened it. 
It may alfo remove prejudice from weak minds, who may 
otherwife be offended at hearing a foldier invite finners to 
the gofpel feaft: not confidering that GOD fends by whom 
he will fend, and that the weaker ‘he inflrument, the great- 
er his glory! _ 

With all due refpe&, Iam, Rev. Sir, yours at command, 

A. F. 

He preached fome time in America with great fuccels; 
but being wounded in an engagement, a few days after di- 
ed glorioufly in the full triumph of faith. 





Poet ry. 





EE TE ES 


On CONTENTMENT. 


AREWEL, afpiring thoughts, no more 
My foul fhall leave the peaceful fhore, 
To fail ambition’s main ; 
Faliacious as the harlot’s kifs, 
You promife me uncertain blifs, 
But give me certain pain, 


A beautevus profpeét firft you thew, 
Which ere furvey’d, you paint anew, 
Su? yaint it wondrous pleafant : 
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This in a third is quickly loft ; 
Thus future goed we covet moft, 
But ne'er enjoy the prefent. 


Deluded on from feene to fcene, 
We never end, but flill begin, 
By flatt’ring hope betray’d : 
I'm weary of the painful chace, 
Let others run this endlefs race, 


To catch a flying fhade. 


Let others boaft their ufelefs wealth ; 
Have I not bonefty and health, 
Which riches cannot give ? 
Let others to preferment foag, 
And changing liberty for power, 
In golden fhackles live. 


*Tis time at length I fhould be wife, 

"Tis time to feck fubftantial joys, 
Joys out of fortune’s pow'r : 

Wealth, honours, dignity, and fame, 

Are joys the blind capricious dame 
Takes from us ev'ry hour, 


Come, confcious virtue, fill my breaft, 

And bring content, thy daughter, dreft 
In ever fmiling charms. 

Let facred friendthip too attend, 

A friendfhip worthy of my friend, 
Such as my Lelius warms. 


With thefe I'll in my bofom make 
A bulwark fortune cannot thake, 
Though all her florms arife : 
Look down and pity gilded flaves, 
Delp: ce ambrtion’s giddy knaves, 
And with the fools were wife. 
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